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Claims 1-12 (canceled). 

13. (amended) An optical pickup apparatus [as defined in claim 11], comprising: 
a semiconductor laser and at least one Hoht-receivin g element formed in a single stem 
and positioned such that said semiconductor las er emits licht rav flux along a first 
optical path through an objective lens onto an optica l recording medium in a form 
of a small spot to facilitate operation of recording, repr oducing and/or erasing of 
optical information, and such that said at least one light-receiving el ement 
receives li ftht from a second optical path that is at lea st partially different from 
said first optical path: and 
a uniaxial crystal plate having a discontinuous surface and b eing disposed in said first 

o ptical path between said semiconductor l aser and the objective lens; 
wherein said at least one light-receiving element formed on said stem consists of two 
pieces of two-divisional light-receiving elements respectively having dividing directions different 
from each other, and a height of one of said light-receiving elements is the same as a height of 
said semiconductor laser, while a height of another one of said light-receiving elements is 
different from said height of said semiconductor laser. 

14. (amended) An optical piclcup apparatus as defined in claim [1 1] lji, wherein [a] the 
uniaxial crystal plate is hermetically sealed unitarily in a package containing said semiconductor 
laser and said light-receiving element therein. 
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Claims 15-42 (cancel ed)> 

43. (previously presented) An optical pickup apparatus comprising: 
a light source; 

an objective lens for focusing light ray flux emitted from the light source on an optical 
recording medium; 

a quarter-wave plate located between the light source and the optical recording medium: 
a flux separating element configured to separate light ravs reflected on the optical 
recording medium from an optical axis of incident light ravs. the flux separating 
element being disposed in a divergent optical path between the light source and 
the quarter-wave plate; and 
a light-receiving element positioned adjacent the light source and at a front side thereof 
for detecting a signal from the reflection light ravs. wherein the light source and 
the light-receiving element are formed in a single stem, 
wherein two pieces of prism consisting nf ^me sort of uniaxial crystal respectively 
having optical axes intersecting perpendicularly to each other are employed as the flux separating 
element, such that when a refractive index for ordinary light ravs of the prism ru is larger than a 
refractive index for extraordinary light ravs an incident angle of the ordinary light ravs 
transmitted through the first prism to the second prism is 5, and a counterclockwise angle from 
the optical axis of the ordinary light ravs is in a plus M direction when the value of S becomes 
larger than zero, and such that when n Q is larger than r\„ an incident angle of the extraordinary 
light ravs transmitted through the first prism to the second prism is 8. and a counterclockwise 
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an gle from the optical axis nf die extrao r dinary light ravs is in a plus (+) direction when The value 
of 5 becomes smaller than zero fSOV 

Claims 44-52 (canceled). 

53, (new) An optical pickup apparatus as defined in cla im 13, further comprising a 
collimator lens located between the uniaxial crystal plate and the optical recording medium. 

54, (new) An optical pickup apparatus as defined in claim 1 3, wherein an incident plain, 
surface of the uniaxial crystal plate is not perpe ndicular to the optical axis. 

55, (new) An optical pickup apparatus as d efined in claim 13, wherein the 
semiconductor laser, the light-receiving e lement, the uniaxial crystal plate and the objective lens 
are mounted unitarilv to form a unitary optical pickup portion. 

56, (new) An optical pickup apparatus as define d in claim 55- wherein the unitary optical, 
pickup portion is accommodated in an actuator m ovable portion which can be moved both in a 
tracking direction and in a focusing direction. 

57, ( new ) An optical pickup apparatus as defined in claim 13, wherein the 
semiconductor laser, the light-receiving element, t he uniaxial crystal plate and the objective lens 
are accommodated in an actuator movable port ion which can be moved both in a tracking 
direction and in a focusing direction. 
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58, (new) An o ptical picku p a pnaratus as d e fWH in claim H wherein the optical disc 
a pparatus is an optical pickup^ 

59, (new) An optical disc F Y«em comm-isin p the o ptical disc, apparatus as defined in 
claim 13. 

60, (new) A method of directing inci d ent "rht onto nr. o ptical recording medium an d 
detecting reflected light t herefrom, comprising: 

Pmittin ft light flux from a lieht source alo n R an emitting direction; 

cnnsino said li >ht flux emitted from said li pnt source in said emitting direction to trav el 

alo m? a first optical path thro u ph a uniaxia l cr ystal mate to an objective lens in a 

form of a small spot, to facilitate operatio n of recordinp reproducing and/or 

erasin g of optical information, 
gn iH .mi^vial crystal plate having a disco n tinuous surface and being disposed in said firs t, 

o ptical path between sai d li ght sourc e and the objective lens; 
™,. g jn P li r hi rav flux refl ated from the o ptical recording medium to travel to at least one 

li pht-receiving element through s aid uniaxial crystal plate and along a second 

o ptical path thm is at least oa ffiallv different from said first optical path, 
^rmr. gn id i, >ht source and said at l e ^t one light-receivinfi element axe formed in a 

single stem, and 

^h^in said at least one Imht-receivi n f* element formed on said stem consists of two 
pi^PQ of two-divisional light-rece iving e lements r es p ectively having dividing 
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directions 



- ^ ^ nther. and a he i ght of one of said 1ight-receivin . fi 



.Went* is the ^ « - ^ pHt »«M lioht so„rr,> while a h ei pfa of another one 
l iCT hureceivir r " different from said heiftht of snid H P 1rt source. 
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